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Aiming at a town to stay living in, and a town
where the residents can build a brighter future

"All for the residents and the town" has been my motto for steering the town since | became a
mayor of Kozaki Town. In 2024, we announced "Fermentation Organic Village Declaration" and
launched an effort that combined smart agriculture and organic farming. We also pursue renova-
tion of roadside station "Hakko-no-sato Kozaki" and improvement of the surrounding area along
with 4-lane project of Ken-o Expressway and opening of Kozaki Parking Area.

We will keep aiming at developing an attractive town that we can be proud of in front of the future

generation, focusing on progressive welfare policy for every generation, development of fermenta-
tion town, sustainable development of local industries, improvement of emergency preparedness,
and promotion of "educational town, Kozaki".
The year 2025 is the 70th anniversary of merger of Kozaki and Yonezawa town in 1955. To
celebrate the anniversary, we published the town guide that looks back the 70-year history of the
town and serves as a foundation for the future development. | hope the guide will be of some help
to broaden the appeal of the town and to make the residents feel proud of the town.

Hitoshi Tsubaki, mayor of Kozaki Town.
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Kozaki is the smallest town in Chiba Prefecture, located

about 60km from the heart of Tokyo and 20km from Narita. ﬁ T £ % ;?: %
Favorable conditions with abundant water sources, fertile % E o BT
soil, and warm climate allow for agricultural crops to grow X ﬂﬂ' = = —
and brewing industry to produce sake, miso, and soy A % ﬁ % ﬂz %
source. Kozaki Town has beautiful countryside, milk of = x B x B
human kindness and easy access, and cultivates and trans- £ A A

mits fermentation culture. Kozaki may be small in size, but
large-scale town filled with many charms.
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NANAIRO PALETTE Kozaki aims to be a town where people want to have and raise children, and the town provides various unique supports

Childcare support website to families raising children. For example, the town provides places and opportunities where parents can casually seek
advices and play with their children from pregnancy through the preschool period, with the whole town watching over
and nurturing children. In order to reduce the economic burden on the child-rearing generation, child-rearing support
expenses are paid at the time of birth and entry into elementary school. In addition, childcare fees for all children from
birth, school lunch fees up to junior high school age, and medical expenses up to high school age are all "fully free."
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Kozaki Municipal Kozaki Elementary School and Yonezawa Elementary
School have one class per grade. Many of the children go on to Kozaki
Municipal Kozaki Junior High School and complete their nine years of
compulsory education. Students develop friendships in an environment
where the faces of their classmates, seniors, juniors, and teachers are all
familiar, and spend their days enjoying the nature all around them, which
cultivates rich sensibilities and inquiring minds. The elementary and
junior high school in Kozaki focus on lessons that allow students to gain
experience and discover things for themselves. The practical learning
created in collaboration with parents and local people will produce
bright smiles and rapidly develop the potential of children.
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Along with 4-lane project of Ken-o Expressway, Ken-o Expressway Kozaki Parking Area (tentative name) which connects to
Hakko-no-sato Kozaki is being developed. The area will be equipped with rest areas, toilets, and other facilities to satisfy even
more customers. With the parking area scheduled for completion in 2027, the project is planned to be carried out along with the
completion of Hakko-no-sato Kozaki facility development. Furthermore, there are plans to implement development projects around
roadside stations and fully advance the roadside station highway oasis concept. We are considering developing a park next to the
roadside station as a place of relaxation for everyone, as well as building facilities to experience Hakko-no-sato Kozaki. Highway
oasis is the comprehensive tourist rest facilities that connect toll road parking areas with local development facilities such as parks
and roadside stations, and can be used by people on both toll roads and ordinary roads. By turning a roadside station into a
highway oasis, it will become a powerful core for promoting regional revitalization in Kozaki Town.
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Fermentation is the process by which food is transformed by the action of microorganisms in
a way that is beneficial to humans. Making food through fermentation takes time and effort,
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but the taste is exceptional. Kozaki Town, flourished through its fermentation culture,
producing sake, miso, soy source, has a cuisine thanks to the microorganisms that live in
the area, centered around two breweries that have been in business over 300 years.
Fermentation has the power to support our health not only by making food delicious, but
also by improving the nutritional value and shelf life of the food itself, improving intestinal
environment, and providing antioxidant effects. We will introduce you to the fermented food
culture of Kozaki Town, where rich foods are produced every day while giving thanks for the

benefits of fermentation.
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Blessed with high-quality water and fertile soil, Kozaki has long been a place where
rice and soybean cultivation has flourished, and the brewing industry, which uses
these crops as ingredients to produce sake, miso, and soy sauce, developed. The
brewed products produced in Kozaki were then transported to Edo (present-day
Tokyo) by water on the Tone River, bringing prosperity and prosperity to the area.
As time passed, the water transportation industry declined with the development of

. - railways and the brewing industry faded, but inherited brewing techniques are still
, \ alive and well today.
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Blessed with abundant water resources and fertile soil, Kozaki Town has been known as a rice-producing area that 7‘*& 7": 3/ Ef 3‘% 73\
produces high-quality early-season rice. "Kozaki tobu Judicial Agricultural Union" is entrusted with farmlands that cannot /_J—_ 7:-; L/ % b
be cultivated due to aging and lack of farmers, and runs farms. However, the increased burden due to the increase in the o g L = z
area of land contracted has become a major issue recently, and there have been various problems such as uneven work BEE—THEINYVRLEBELTBDOELATEDDH, f) g i I[E E;Eo 1))
due to difference in skill and maintaining yields. In order to solve these problems, "taste/yield combine" was introduced in o s By e L0y = \ ) S — G —
2014andmanagementusingsalesmar?aygementsystemstarted. In201‘)9,thetownwaséntrustedwith "Smart Agriculture BEOEERRSGEEREHVNPT C HNOBBICH —C ﬁ Eﬂ: E} o =2

Demonstration Project" and launched the "Kozaki Town Smart Agriculture Demonstration Project Study Group," AUEEPRASAELE LI
conducting demonstration experiments aimed at new agricultural management practices.
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154 . :fc‘ﬁ* - M] %mf@ﬁ%%fﬁ% L ﬂzﬁbﬂ%ﬁﬂ*ﬂ % fﬁ - f:%@% Based on "Green Food System Strategy", Kozaki Town announced "Fermentation Organic Village Declaration" on March 1, 2024. For the

. children responsible for the future of fermentation town, we will provide organic agricultural products such as rice for school lunches, lead
XF*—=H=v2 #%’1 W55 i fb i i L 7z ° to fusion with inherited fermentation culture, and implement an organic cultivation model that makes use of smart agricultural technology.
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Kozaki Town will develop its strengths and appropriately fix its weakness, putting the residents
first and working to create a town exciting for the residents!
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Kozaki, the sparkling and exciting town with ferment -\' /\{ l
Taking a step forward and passing the baton to the next generation
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Since the 1950s after the municipal merger, Kozaki Town has been working to
create a livable environment, while developing public facilities, transport infrastruc-
ture, water supply systems and public housing, ahead of neighboring towns, striving
to improve the environmental sanitation and lives of its residents.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, Kozaki has enhanced policies to respond to
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